
St. Bernard, Ohio, is an independent 
urban jurisdiction located adjacent to 
Interstate 75 just north of University of 

Cincinnati’s campus and Cincinnati’s Uptown 
Innovation Corridor. St. Bernard Community 
Improvement Corporation (CIC) owns an 
underperforming strip retail center at Vine 
Street and Ross Avenue, a key intersection 
within the village’s heritage business district. 
In June 2021, St. Bernard selected Civitas 
Development Group to redevelop its St. 
Bernard Square shopping center site, working 
with municipal leaders to transform multiple 
parcels into one cohesive, pedestrian-
oriented development with residential, high-
quality retail and a public plaza. The site can 
accommodate up to 200 housing units and 
10,000 square feet of retail/commercial.
Civitas Development and partners have 
engaged GBBN as the architect for the project, 

 » $32 million transformation of 5.6 +/- acre site

 » Mix of uses to create a “sense of place” with 
enhanced walkability

 » Anchors the business district and identity of 
St. Bernard

 » Ground floor space along Vine Street 
supports high-visibility restaurants & 
specialty retailers

 » Diversified housing suits the needs of young 
professionals and empty-nesters; flats, 
townhomes and walkups

 » Project is a catalyst for generating more 
redevelopment along Vine Street

 » Private-public partnership
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beginning with the facilitation of three 
community engagement sessions to create 
a design concept that aligns community 
vision with findings of the environmental 
assessment and site due diligence. For St. 
Bernard, the project represents a once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity to modernize a marquee 
site for the use and enjoyment of residents 
and visitors. Mayor Jonathan Stuchell said 
he relies on Civitas Development’s expertise 
balancing density with neighborhood 
appropriate scale elevating St. Bernard 
and ensuring it is a thriving and lasting 
community.
“Civitas Development has assembled a 
strong capital partnership and expressed 
a willingness to make meaningful private 
investment in St. Bernard, leveraging the 
public investment we have made in the site 
and in surrounding properties,” he said.


